ACM BCB 2026: The 17th ACM Conference on Bioinformatics, Computational Biology, and Health Informatics
June 30 to July 3, 2026 | University of Calabria, Rende (Cosenza), Italy

Social Events Program (preliminary)

Monday, June 29 — Hotel Domus — Registration and Welcome Party

The welcome evening, which will officially open the conference, will take place at Hotel Domus in
Rende, a warm and elegant setting.

Starting from 7:00 PM, participants will be able to register, collect conference materials, and
receive small gifts from the organizing committee.

The evening will continue with a poolside aperitif dinner, an ideal opportunity to socialize.

We look forward to kicking off the 77th edition of the ACM Conference on Bioinformatics,
Computational Biology, and Health Informatics — ACM BCB 2026 together.

Participants arriving at venue early, may choose, upon booking (email with subject “RendeTour”), to
join a guided walk through the ancient villages of Rende Paese, a medieval village in all respects,
gathered around two symbolic buildings: the Church of Santa Maria Maggiore (the Mother Church),
and the Norman Castle, home to one of the most prestigious museums in Rende: the “Bilotti‘
Museum of Contemporary Art. The tour will start at 5:00 PM.

At the end of the tour, participants will join the Welcome Party.
Please note that the tour will be held if a minimum number of participants is reached.

Via Roséini -Rende Rende Oldtown


https://www.google.it/maps/place/Domus+Grand+Hotel/@39.3529496,16.238401,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!3m8!1s0x133f998fe87e52c7:0xe89134f8d8af0559!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d39.3529455!4d16.2409759!16s%2Fg%2F1hc10k2my?hl=it&entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDYwOC4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
mailto:acm-bcb-2026@googlegroups.com
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/places/historic-center-rende
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/places/norman-castle-rende
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/luoghi/museo-roberto-bilotti-ruggi-daragona-arte-contemporanea-rende
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/luoghi/museo-roberto-bilotti-ruggi-daragona-arte-contemporanea-rende
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Tuesday, June 30 — Old Town Cosenza — Guided Tour of the Swabian Castle and
Provincial Palace or City Tour on your own

The second social event features an evocative guided visit to two iconic landmarks in Cosenza, the
Swabian Castle (Castello Svevo), overlooking Pancrazio Hill, and the Provincial Palace, the
institutional seat and home to significant artworks.

At 5:30 PM, a shuttle bus will depart from the University of Calabria conference center, arriving at
Piazza XV Marzo.

Participants will be divided into two groups: one group will visit the Swabian Castle while the other
will begin at the Provincial Palace. Halfway through, the groups will switch, allowing all participants
to visit both sites with a dedicated guide.

The group will continue to the Cathedral of Santa Maria Assunta, designated a UNESCO
“Heritage of a Culture of Peace” site, passing by the historic Gran Caffé Renzelli.

Descending toward the valley along the ancient Corso Telesio, the tour will reach the scenic
viewpoint of the confluence of the Crati and Busento rivers, a legendary site of Alaric’s
treasure.

The tour will conclude at Piazza dei Bruzi, the modern city square and location of Cosenza’s
City Hall.

Dinner will be at the attendees' own expense. However, we are pleased to offer a few suggestions
for those interested. Cosenza city center offers a wide variety of options, from traditional cuisine
“La Locanda” and excellent pizzerias to more contemporary and creative spots, such as “ll. Moro
Food and Vibes” or Cavo food & drink. With such a rich selection, everyone is sure to find
something to suit their tastes.

Return to the hotels is scheduled for 10:00 PM, with shuttle buses departing from Piazza dei
Bruzi.

Wednesday, July 1 — Old Town Cosenza — Guided Tour of Palazzo Arnone and Socal
Dinner

An exclusive guided tour exploring the Palazzo Arnone into the heart of historic Cosenza: let
yourself be guided through the majestic halls of Palazzo Arnone, now home to the National
Gallery of Cosenza. The grandeur of an ancient fortress meets the light and beauty of
masterpieces ranging from the 16th century to Contemporary art.

At the end of the visit, attendees are invited to the Conference Social Dinner, starting at 8:00 PM at
Villa Rendano. Located in the heart of the city. Villa Rendano will serve a selection of traditional
Calabrian dishes with a modern twist, accompanied by a fine selection of local wines.

A special opportunity to end the day with great company in a refined and authentic atmosphere.


https://calabriastraordinaria.it/luoghi/castello-normanno-svevo-di-cosenza
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/luoghi/palazzo-del-governo-cosenza
https://maps.app.goo.gl/q9GfVV3JjNGGM4tY8
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/luoghi/cattedrale-di-santa-maria-assunta-cosenza
https://www.renzelli.com/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/i7Z9JpvjcTCxdbbt7
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/news/alla-ricerca-del-tesoro-di-alarico-tra-storia-e-leggenda
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/news/alla-ricerca-del-tesoro-di-alarico-tra-storia-e-leggenda
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RUaGTCtr93H5ntv29
https://maps.app.goo.gl/kPoqA86seAC62chy7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/HdRiu4aLYoirETuE9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/HdRiu4aLYoirETuE9
https://share.google/t738q8ObRnWUcP0S2
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RUaGTCtr93H5ntv29
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RUaGTCtr93H5ntv29
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/luoghi/galleria-nazionale-cosenza
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/places/villa-rendano-cosenza
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Return to the hotels is scheduled for 10:00 PM, with shuttle buses departing from Piazza dei
Bruzi.

Thursday, July 2 — Belvedere Marittimo — Closing Party
Two evening activity options are available for participants on Thursday.

Option 1:

A pleasant guided visit to the town of Belvedere Marittimo, overlooking the Tyrrhenian Sea.
Belvedere is about a 50-minute bus ride away, offering scenic views of the coast along the
way.

The visit includes a tasting session.

Belvedere Old town

The visit continues in Diamante, also known as the "village of murals”, an open-air gallery of
vibrant artwork, before catching the sunset as it melts into the Tyrrhenian Sea from the
seafront promenade.

Return is scheduled for 10:00 PM.

Diamante Old town



https://maps.app.goo.gl/RUaGTCtr93H5ntv29
https://maps.app.goo.gl/RUaGTCtr93H5ntv29
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/destinazioni/belvedere-marittimo-la-citta-dellamore
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/idee-di-viaggio/estate-a-diamante-mare-arte-ed-eventi
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Option 2:

Participants may also choose to spend the evening independently, on your own, upon booking
through Viaggi di Cicci or Calabria Tour or any tour operator of your choice
Some suggestions are:

- Reggio Calabria (~2h car ride from main Venue): enjoy a walk on the seafront, also known
as “ll piu bel chilometro d’ltalia” (Italy's most beautiful kilometer), and taste the famous ice
cream from Gelateria Cesare. You may opt to visit the National Archaeological Museum,
where the Riace Bronzes are displayed.

- Tropea (~1.5h car ride from main Venue): the “Pearl of the Tyrrhenian Sea” along the
Costa degli Dei, in the province of Vibo Valentia. Just look up to be enchanted by the
elegance of the old aristocratic palaces, the Baroque traces, the flower-covered balconies.
End your passeggiata at the most photographed spot in the historic centre: the famous
Largo Migliarese balcony overlooking the Shrine of Santa Maria dell’lsola.

- Le Castella (~2h car ride from main Venue): a renowned seaside destination along the
Costa dei Saraceni, at the center of the "Isola Capo Rizzuto" Marine Protected Area,
the wildest and historically richest coastal areas of the Calabrian Middle lonian Sea.

Tropea - Santa Maria dell'lsola



mailto:info@iviaggidicci.net
mailto:info@calabria-tour.it
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/destinazioni/reggio-calabria-a-passeggio-lungo-il-chilometro-piu-bello-ditalia
https://www.gelatocesare.com/
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/places/national-archaeological-museum-reggio-calabria
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/news/the-riace-bronzes-history-discovery-and-curiosities
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/destinations/tropea-the-pearl-of-the-tyrrhenian-sea
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/itineraries/costa-degli-dei-beaches-and-caves-not-to-be-missed
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/places/shrine-of-santa-maria-dellisola-tropea
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/destinations/le-castella
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/itineraries/the-costa-dei-saraceni-and-its-natural-beauties
https://calabriastraordinaria.it/en/news/a-dive-between-parks-and-marine-areas-in-calabria

